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• Aero Club Checklists

• Accidents Resulting from Failure to Use Checklists
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Checklist Use

• Errors of omission are some of the 
most common everyday forms of 
error, even among highly skilled 
experts, and have occurred in about 
20% of flight crew-involved major 
accidents

• For optimum benefit, normal checklist 
items should be verbally called out by 
flight crewmembers using a challenge-
verification-response format

• Executing checklists by memory or 
without standardized verbal callouts 
removes many of their benefits and 
leaves a flight crew more susceptible 
to error.
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1. NTSB AAR-15/03, “Aircraft Accident Report, Runway Overrun During Rejected Takeoff,
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation G-IV, N121JM, Bedford, Massachusetts, May 31, 2014,” Section 2.2, pg 37

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXh6G56YP5AhWYGVkFHXImBIQQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntsb.gov%2Finvestigations%2Faccidentreports%2Freports%2Faar1503.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0usKHyJla7bdocxzNQUv5a


N28U Accident on July 24, 2021
• On July 24, 2021, an SIAI Marchetti SM.1019B, 

registration N28U, was destroyed at KLWS, Lewiston, 
Idaho

• The pilot, Navy aviator Dale “Snort” Snodgrass, was 
fatally injured.

• The Marchetti was owned by 717 Aviation Inc, and was 
being operated as a Part 91 flight.

• The NTSB report, released on July 6, concluded that 
Snodgrass failed to remove his plane’s flight control 
lock

• “Had the pilot completed a functional check of 
the controls before initiating takeoff, the 
presence of the lock would have been 
detected and the accident would have been 
prevented.”

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvODKP32Vq4

https://t.co/87DqSY8F5k
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/captain-dale-snort-snodgrass-1949-2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvODKP32Vq4


Aero Club Checklists

• There’s a reason USAF Aero Clubs require use of checklists

• Several expected to be completed prior to and during flight

– Preflight aids

– Aircraft In-flight Operations

• Some you should already have memorized

– Power Loss in Flight

– Emergency Engine Restart

– Engine Fire in Flight

– Landing Checklist



Checklists on the Ground
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ADP Dispatch Checklist

Clearance Authority Checklist
(on reverse of ICAO flight plan form)



Checklists in the Plane
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Hanscom Aero Club
“Flipbook” checklist

Hanscom Aero Club
“Checkmate” checklist

(Warrior, Emergency Side)

Hanscom Aero Club
“Checkmate” checklist
(Warrior, normal side)

PA-28-161
Landing Checklist Placard



Final Thoughts

• Use your checklists!

– Even great pilots sadly have died because they failed to do so

– The steps in them are all important, don’t skip them unless consciously appropriate

» INOP system

» no Autopilot on the Warrior

• Follow both the ground and in-flight checklists

• Memorize the critical ones you won’t have time to look-up when seconds count 

– Power Loss in Flight

– Emergency Engine Restart

– Engine Fire in Flight

– Landing Checklist

• Don’t just say them in your head, verbalize the steps

– Don’t just say it, do it after you say it and confirm

– “Gear down, 3-green, no Red, check”


